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Preface
This book is a study of French debates on the ideals of chivalry and knighthood during the period of the Hundred Years War (1337-1453).
In the context of a succession of stunning military disasters and the widespread collapse of public order, the martial norms, values and qualities expected of knights and soldiers came under intense scrutiny and discussion. The ideals of knighthood were presented as the most important solution to the devastating problems afflicting France and the French people. This was certainly not a new response, but it is also true that these ideals and norms were subject to much greater debate than modern audiences often imagine, conditioned by the romantic way in which the word 'chivalry' is used in modern English. There were some medieval writers who upheld the ideal of the young knight, adventuring and questing for the love of his lady, and always fighting in an honourable and noble fashion. From the earliest days of what historians define as the age of chivalry, however, writers such as Chrétien de Troyes, Bernard de Clairvaux and John of Salisbury had offered complex and often quite different opinions about how knights ought to behave, both towards one another and towards those who were not members of their elite society. Their views were shaped by the genres in which they were writing, the audiences that they were addressing and the deeper goals that they sought to achieve. Moreover, long before the advent of the Renaissance and humanism, medieval intellectuals were inspired by classical authors from Aristotle to Cicero to ask difficult questions about the moral obligations and the ideal behaviour of not just the aristocracy but all members of society. cowardice and rashness, the relative merits of mercy or anger, and the importance and value of prudence, experience and even the reading of books themselves. Many of their answers, emphasizing notions of prudence, discipline and responsibility to the commonweal, and in particularly using the Romans as models, echoed ideas that were being expressed in Italy during the same period, and foreshadowed the debates that have previously been associated with humanist writings in the late fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. This must call into question simplistic attempts to divide the age of chivalry from that of the Renaissance, at least in terms of intellectual and cultural responses to warfare.
Many of the individual writers discussed in this book have received a great deal of attention in recent years, most notably Jean Froissart, Guillaume de Machaut and Christine de Pizan. Yet, since Raymond Kilgour published The Decline of Chivalry as Shown in the French Literature of the Late Middle Ages (Cambridge, MA, 1937), there has been no largescale survey in English of the full range of texts and genres in which martial culture and knighthood were discussed in France during this period. His important book remains of great interest, though it does suffer from a number of flaws, not least his unwillingness to recognize that medieval writers had always complained about the failure of the aristocracy to live up to the ideals of knighthood, and his wish to imagine that those ideals were relatively simple to define. In contrast, I wish to explore the complexity of debates about the different qualities praised by French writers, and also to link these intellectual and literary discussions in an interdisciplinary manner to the historical context in which the writers lived. Rather than proceed by means of individual case studies of authors, I offer a thematic approach built around the central pillars of the key martial qualities that were celebrated within chivalric culture, namely honour, prowess and loyalty, courage, mercy and wisdom. My hope is that this will more clearly expose the debates of the period, and allow greater attention to be paid to the relationship between the diverse genres of writing, from romance, chronicle and biography to more overtly didactic works.
This book is, first and foremost, an interdisciplinary study of intellectual culture, ranging across different genres that are rarely put into dialogue with another, and that are often treated as the separate fiefdoms of history, political thought and literature. In exploring the ideals of knighthood, my study also contributes to modern scholarship on masculinity -or, at least, its cultural norms, which must then be measured and understood in relationship to social practice and behaviour. Finally, this book engages with the complex questions raised recently by military historians regarding the relationship between culture and war. In this 
context, I must emphasis two crucial points. Above all, my aim is not to argue that culture was a more important engine than, for example, technology in driving military history. Indeed, more careful thought is needed about the impact, or sometimes the lack of impact, of technological change upon cultural representations of knighthood in the Middle Ages. Second, debates about the impact of chivalric culture on warfare have effectively been scuppered by naïve and simplistic views about what the ideals of knighthood actually were in the Middle Ages. Searching for evidence that medieval soldiers were either inspired by love or treated warfare as some kind of a game and extension of the tournament list is a fruitless task that has naturally led many military historians to denounce chivalry as an irrelevance. Indeed, it is striking how many important recent books on the political and military history of the late Middle Ages do not even cite the term 'chivalry' in their index. It is my hope that this book will offer an opportunity for military historians to reconsider what was actually being said about the ideals of knighthood in late medieval culture, thereby enabling a more careful consideration of the impact and importance of such debates. Furthermore, to turn the question posed by the debate on cultures of war on its head, it is equally important to think about the impact of military, social and political contexts upon high culture and intellectual debate during the Middle Ages. Too often, chivalry is studied in a vacuum, with the evidence derived solely from the literature of the age, without consideration of the reality that existed around it. In this book, my concern is not only to position late medieval French writers in the longer chain of intellectual debate about martial culture, but also to understand their debates within the changing historical context of the time.
It is important that I acknowledge the limitations of my study. It has taken me a very long time to understand how the extraordinary range of subjects and themes covered by our modern use of the term 'chivalry' actually fitted together in the medieval world. For this book, I have had to focus on one specific strand of that subject. This is a study of the martial values associated with knighthood and aristocracy, so I inevitably have a limited opportunity to discuss more courtly ideals, or to explore carefully the practical and ideal relationships between chivalric men and women. These will be more prominent themes in my next book, a detailed case study of the writings of Christine de Pizan.
My original aim for this project was to offer a comparative study of both French and English texts, but Maurice Keen wisely dissuaded me from my youthful overenthusiasm and ambition. I will therefore have to explore the full range of English and French debates about not just knighthood but also warfare and national identity in a future project.
Here, I have largely confined my discussion to writers and texts produced in France up to and sometimes just beyond the end of the Hundred Years War. In selecting these dates, I am very conscious that I could be seen as suggesting that the wars with the English were the defining influence upon French culture; in truth, I would be extremely anxious at any analysis that ignored the importance of private and civil wars within France, as well as the impact of mercenaries and garrisons upon public order. Indeed, I have not been ruthless in enforcing the year 1453 as a boundary line, given the remarkable interest offered by the works by Antoine de La Sale and Jean de Bueil, for example. I have focused upon writers and works associated with the Valois crown and the court, so that experts in Burgundian intellectual and aristocratic culture may justifiably feel short-changed. In terms of historical context, I have drawn upon English as well as French examples because of their involvement in the wars in France, but perhaps paid too little attention to the changing martial culture in Burgundy and other regions, such as Brittany. Finally, I have made very modest comments on the surviving evidence for the use and influence of these texts, only too aware of the work that would be required to collect together comprehensive data on manuscript circulation and annotation.
For reasons of space, I have had to keep quotations to a minimum. I have consistently used and cited the best available editions of the primary sources in their original languages (or at least in the languages in which they were available to late medieval French readers), rather than in modern English translations. To provide a detailed introduction to each of these works would have transformed this book into an encyclopaedia, so I would instead recommend invaluable reference tools such as the Dictionnaire des lettres françaises: le moyen âge, ed. G. Hasenohr and M. Zink (Paris, 1992) , La librairie des ducs de Bourgogne: manuscrits conservés à la Bibliothèque royale de Belgique, ed. B. Bousmanne, F. Johan, T. Van Hemelryck and C. Van Hoorebeeck (8 vols., Turnhout, 2000-) and Translations médiévales: cinq siècles de traductions en français au moyen âge (XIe-XVe siècles): étude et répertoire, ed. C. Galderisi (2 vols., Turnhout, 2011) . In a few cases, the best editions of the sources exist in unpublished doctoral dissertations, including Christine de Pizan's Le livre des fais d'armes et de chevalerie and Honorat Bovet's Arbre des batailles (which will be published soon by the Société de l'histoire de France, edited by Hélène Biu). In these cases, I have also provided references to chapters, so that readers can navigate through editions that may appear in the future.
I owe a great debt to a number of people for their help with this project. My studies of late medieval European history were initially shaped and Finally, I owe a great debt of gratitude to the anonymous readers and to the staff at Cambridge University Press. When I completed the first draft of this book, in September 2011, my editor was Liz Friend-Smith. During her maternity leave, I was helped initially by Maartje Scheltens and then Michael Watson, who has shepherded the book through to production. 
